The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 17 H 14 N 2 O 4 , contains two independent molecules in which the benzene rings are in a trans arrangement with respect to the C C double bond and the rings are inclined by 4.3 (1) and 22.1 (1) with respect to each other.
Related literature
For the crystal structure of -((4-methoxyphenyl)methylene)-4-nitrobenzeneacetonitrile, see: Vrcelj et al. (2002) . For background literature on this class of pigments, see: Asiri (1999).
Experimental
Crystal data group by using the Knovenagel condensation (Asiri, 1999) . The title compound (Fig. 1) features a double-bond with two aromatic substituents in trans-positions.
α-((4-Methoxyphenyl)methylene)-4-nitrobenzeneacetonitrile, a stilbene derivative, exists in a cis and a trans form; interestingly, the trans form crystallizes in three modifications (Vrcelj et al., 2002) .
Experimental 3,4-Dimethoxybenzaldehyde (0.41 g, 2.5 mmol) and 4-nitrobenzyl cyanide (0.40 g, 2.5 mmol) were heated in ethanol (15 ml) for 3 h; several drops of pyridine were added. The reaction was monitored by TLC. The solution was cooled and the residue rerystallized from a methanol-chloroform (1/1) mixture.
Refinement
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